
Sermon Based Questions 
   Date- Sunday 25th June 2018 

Series- The Big 3  
 

 
 
 

The Most Excellent Way- Love 
 

And yet I will show you the most excellent way….. And now these three 
remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.  

(1 Cor 12:31 & 13:13) 
 
1. If I have not love….. 
 
Speak in tongues of men and angels - but have not love= sounding gong. 
Gift of prophecy + fathom all mysteries + all knowledge+ Mountain moving 

faith + no love= I am nothing. 
If I give all I have to the poor + surrender my body to the flames + no love= I 

gain nothing. 
 
Love is the most excellent way- because it is the proper context of all acts of 

worship. 
 
 2. Love is / Love isn’t…  
 
Love is patient, kind, rejoices in the truth, it always protects, hopes and 

perseveres.  
Love isn't boastful, proud, rude, self-seeking, not easily angered, no record of 

wrongs.  
 
 3. Love never fails.  
 
Tongues, prophecies, knowledge will come to an end- when perfection comes. 

But after perfection comes- then they will cease.  The greatest of these is 
love…..perhaps because were as all these will be swallowed up in perfection- love 
lives on. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



A. Examining the texts. 
 

1. Take a look at 1 Cor. 12 & 14. Just glance at the headings and give them a quick 
glance at their contents. What is the broader context what Paul says in chapter 
13? What does this say about how it is often read? (At weddings in relation to 
marriage) Is it still relevant- in what way? What does the context add?  
 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3. How does Paul emphasize the primacy of love in these 
opening verses? What does he conclude about doing these things “without 
love?” 
  

3. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. What does Paul say love is and isn’t? How is Paul’s 
definition or poem about love grounded in practical action and not vague 
feeling?  
 

4. Read 1 Corinthians 13:8-13. Why does Paul conclude that love is the “greatest of 
these?  

 
B. Meditation & application 
 
1. Based on the first three verses of chapter 13- what is Paul saying about love and its 

primacy? What gifts do you bring to the worship context- what is your contribution 
to a worship gathering- what does this passage say about how that is to be 
practiced? 

 
2. Based on verses 4-7- what are some of the ways you need to practice love within the 

church and beyond? Who do you need to be both patient with and kind too at the 
moment? What’s one practical way you could do this in the coming week?  

 
 
3. Do you keep “records of wrongs,” with people in your life? How could you move 

forward and choose not to remember those things that you hold against others?  
 
 
4. When you look at verses 4-7, how do they apply to the way in which God has loved 

you? How does Christ fulfill this definition of love? 
 
 
5. How could you actively pursue love in your life right now. If it is “the greatest of 

these,” and if it “never fails,” how could you embrace love as a guide of your life and 
what help do you anticipate needing from God?”  
 

Dear heavenly Father, I want to thank you for your love and grace. You embody love and 
reveal love so perfectly in the person of your Son. I want to ask you to fill me with your love 
and grace so that I might be empowered to “walk in love.” In Jesus Name; Amen.  


